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Sub.: Restriction on borrowing of Earth from NHAI- acqu1red land within
Interchange Loops and other similar Highway Areas - reg:-
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During the development of National Highways, substantlal land parcels are acquired
for Interchanges, Grade Separators, Flyovers, Ramps and Associated Highway Infrastructure.
The land enclosed within Interchange Loops and between Ramps and Carriageways generally
forms part of the Right of Way (RoW) acquired by NHAI.
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~ Such Land may be utilised for Plantation, Landscaping, Ecological Improvement,
Drainage Management and other Highway-related purposes. Its effective utilisation requires
preservation of suitable Ground Levels, Soil Conditions and Drainage Arrangements.
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It has been observed that Contractors/Concessionaires sometimes extract earth
from these areas to meet the earthwork and filling requirements of Highway construction.
Unplanned excavation may result in depressions, water-logging, disturbance of drainage
patterns and deterioration of the land, rendering it unsuitable for Plantation, Landscaping
or other usage and necessitating avoidable expenditure on restoration.
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Keeping above in view, it has been decided that the borrowing or extraction of
Earth/Soil from land enclosed within Interchange Loops, between Ramps and Carriageways,
and from other similar NHAl-acquired Areas shall not be permitted for meeting the
construction material requirements of Contractors/Concessionaires. Such land shall not be
treated as a borrow area merely because it is available within the Project ROW or offers
convenience in the transportation of earth.
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This restriction shall apply to all Projects, including Ongoing Projects. However, it
shall not preclude excavation specifically required under the approved Highway design for
Foundations, Structures, Designed Grading, Drainage Works, Cut-and-Fill operations or other
authorised engineering purposes. Such excavation shall remain confined to the approved
drawings, levels and quantities and shall not be used as a source of Earth for unrelated
construction activities.
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Any proposal involving excavation beyond the approved design requirements shall
require prior written approval of the Competent Authority, supported by Technical
Justification, Proposed Ground Levels and Drainage Arrangements and an assessment of the
impact on the intended use of the land. Such approval shall not constitute general permission
to use the area as a borrow area.
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The Authority's Engmeer/lndependent Engineer, as applicable shall monitor
compliance and ensure that such Areas are not used for unauthorised borrowing of Earth.
Any violation shall be stopped immediately and reported to the concerned Project Director,
along with details of the location and extent of excavation.
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The Contractor/Concessionaire shall be directed to restore the affected land,
wherever required at its own cost including restoration of appropriate Ground levels,
provision of proper drainage and ensuring suitability for the intended Plantation, Landscaping
or other use. Non-compliance with these directions shall invite appropriate action in
accordance with the applicable Provisions of the Contract/Concession Agreement and
applicable Law.
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All Regional Officers and Project Directors shall ensure adherence to these
Instructions within their respective jurisdictions and bring the same to the notice of the
concerned Contractors/ Concessionaires and Authority’s Engineers/ Independent Engineers
for strict implementation.
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This issues with the approval of Competent Authority.
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